The Charity Stewards’ Newsletter
2022 Festival Update - September 2018
What’s going on – Events:
The Swimathon - January 2019
Next year’s event is booked for Sunday 13th January 2019. This will
be at the Spectrum Leisure Centre in Guilford. We don’t just want
donations, we want swimmers and supporters! This is a family event
and all can come. You do not need to be an Olympic swimmer or
even a particularly strong swimmer. In fact, you don’t even need to
get your feet wet if you don’t want to. All are welcome to come and
spectate or participate as they wish. The fun pool will also be open
so children can come and participate in the event as well.
There are two sponsorship forms. One is for general swimmers and there is a separate form for you to
sponsor the Provincial Grand Master. If you really can’t be there, please do ensure you sponsor someone
who can. For more information and the sponsorship form look here: /festival-events-0004.html

More Events planned
There are a number of events at the planning stage. Do check the Provincial website for the latest news.
http://www.markmastermasons.org.uk/festival-events-index.html

What’s been going on over the summer?
Blood Bikes
On the 17th August our Provincial Grand Master and
Assistant Provincial Grand Master went to the National
Motorcycle Museum in Birmingham for the Mark
Benevolent Fund National Blood Bikes Dedication and
Handover.
To date the M.B.F. has sponsored 16 Blood Bikes and 10
Blood Cars. This was as a result of the £450,000 raised
during last year’s walk in the London parks.
Thanks to all those in the Surrey team that took part
and to all those who sponsored them. /news-0251.html
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Indian Garden Party - August
On Sunday the 19th August David and Beryl Willmott once again kindly opened
up their garden for a 2022 Festival charity get together for wives/partners and
friends. £625 was raised! A buffet selection of dishes to suit all tastes from a
local restaurant was served.
The article and photos are now available on the website:
http://www.markmastermasons.org.uk/festival-news-0017.html

Inter-Province Cricket Match - July
On Sunday 22nd July the Provincial Grand Lodge of Sussex hosted the annual
Mark Inter Provincial Cricket Tournament in the picturesque surroundings of
Ardingly College in Sussex. Pictures and results are on the Provincial website.
/news-0249.html

Golf Day - May
There was a one-day golf event
arranged by W Bro John French on 21
May at the Woldingham Golf Club. A
great day out which raised over
£3,300.
For more information and pictures:
/festival-news-0016.html

What else
Regular Giving Pledges
You can contribute to the Festival at your own pace and with the assistance of the taxman. The total
number of individual Brethren who have signed up to a regular giving pledge now stands at nearly 150. It
is not too late to do this. The amount should only be what you can reasonably afford. £5-00 a month is a
popular amount but more or less may be appropriate for different members. It does not have to be
monthly either. Even a regular gift of £5-00 a quarter will mount up quite nicely over the festival period.
This is an excellent way to commit to festival at a pace that suits you. It also enables us to boost your gift
with a pay-out from the Taxman!
Key points:
•

A modest amount monthly or quarterly (or even annually) will mount up!

•

If your circumstances change you can cancel (or increase your giving!) at any time without any
problems.

•

Forms are on the festival website or in the festival pack or ask your group charity steward.
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Bonus Ball Game
Steve Guzy is now running two bonus ball games. It is
estimated that each game could generate almost £8,000 over
the life of the festival. You can easily join in, £10 buys 1 entry
for 10 weeks; for every £10 spent, £4 is credited to your
personal or Lodge honorific total. There will be plenty of
opportunities to join either game.
What’s more, Steve can run as many games as necessary at the
same time and we would very much like to see more games up
and running as soon as we can.
Recent Bonus Ball winners:
Draw Date

Winning Bonus Ball

25th August 2018

48

18th August 2018

11

11th August 2018

57

4th August 2018

52

28th July 2018

10

21st July 2018

52

14th July2018

58

7th July 2018

1

30th June 2018

50

Name

Lodge

David Else

Pleydell Bouverie

Comites Sigolorum Lodge
Peter Cross

Woodgrange

Andy Fox

Noel

Les Smith

Kintore

Adrian Kidney

Collingwood

Edward Henson

Noel

Richmond Mark

Richmond

Sandra Gangadeen

Richmond

David Barden

Redhill

Edward Henson

Noel

Richmond Mark

Richmond

Richard Collinson

Weyside

Graham Rawlinson

Weyside

Jack Love

Hiram

Chris Eley

Richmond

David Blackburn

Sanderstead

Michael Banbury

H.A.Mann

As you can see Mrs Gangadeen was a winner! That’s because anyone can join in. We do need more
players.
You should have a set of rules and entry forms. If not, they can be found on the Provincial Web site at
bonus ball. Otherwise, ask your group charity steward or W. Bro. Steve Guzy who is organising the Bonus
Ball Game. He can be contacted via email at steve.guzy@btinternet.com

Mark Festival Cruise
The Mark Festival cruise is sailing in 2020. It will probably be about 3 days duration and be to a European
destination. At the moment we just need people to register an interest - not a commitment to go - merely
an indication that if the destination, price and timings were suitable, you would be likely to book a place.
There are now 50 couples who have registered an interest.
Register your interest at: markcruise2020@aol.com
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In 2000 the MBF gave £2 000 000 to The St John Ambulance
Brigade to purchase a fleet of ambulances suitable for their
role providing emergency first aid. The current focus of
MBF Fundraising is to contribute to the renewal of this
fleet.

Grants made to worthy causes by the Mark Benevolent Fund (MBF)
This year (2018) is the sesquicentenary of the MBF – that’s the 150th anniversary. A booklet explaining a
little about the MBF and its recent major donations, together with a (long) list of all the grants made to
worthy causes by the MBF over the last 20 years, has been prepared and printed in sufficient quantity by
Steve Jones to allow everyone interested to have a copy. They are now available from your group charity
steward.

Finally…
The Provincial Almoner, W.Bro. John Coleman, will tell you how important adequate funding is for the
Mark Benevolent Fund, for all the great work that he does on behalf of Mark Masons and their dependents
in Surrey.
You will see me out and about in the Province, along with the Group Charity Stewards’ Representatives.
We are all here to help you and your Lodges, just ask.
Mark well!

Steve Jones
Provincial Grand Charity Steward

Our contact details are as follows
Name

Surname

Email

Mobile

Group

Steve

Jones

stephenrichardjo@btinternet.com

07871 723 750

Provincial Grand Charity
Steward & Mann Group

Steve

Guzy

steve.guzy@btinternet.com

07710 105406

Provincial Deputy Grand
Charity Steward

Richard Collinson

richard.collinson2@ntlworld.com

07388 539191

Onslow

Stuart

de Fraine Ford

defraineford@sky.com

0795 6253 022

Cryer

David

Lawrence

david@back2life.co.uk

0783 6222 849

Austin

Paul

Greenfield

paulg@fileexpert.co.uk

07811 160 346

Wheeler

Bernie

Greenwood

bernie.greenwood@btinternet.com

07947 449 494

Shannon

Alan

Whiddett

alan.whiddett@outlook.com

07854 835 366

Bevan
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